Big Jump, (2005 – 2015)
a public awareness project for living rivers, an example at european level
 Final Report 2005

Introduction
Big Jump : "…is an inspiring project that captures the essence of current EU water protection legislation into one single public act: at one date, at one time, people will jump into rivers all over Europe. In a nutshell, BIG JUMP is a European river swimming day, where people reclaim their environment and demonstrate their wish to have clean and living rivers again. 

The Water Framework Directive (WFD; EU's main law for water protection) is the EU's legislative tool to achieve good status for all rivers and lakes in Europe. But a legislative tool alone is not enough to reach this goal. It is essential to gain people's support for it. Without a broad public support all over Europe, the WFD might never work." (European Water Management News, June 22, 2005)

This ambitious project, initiated and coordinated by European Rivers Network, takes place in the association's public awareness program "Relearning the river". To respect and protect the rivers, we need to know them well, and Big Jump aims to be a pleasant mean to discover rivers. 

This original campaign to raise public awareness allows everyone to follow the implementation and the progress of the european policy for rivers and wetlands restoration. The word Big Jump has two meanings : we are talking of course of a big collective dive, but it also means a big leap forward in term of water quality. Logically, we bring the Big Jump project into alignment with the Water Framework Directive (WFD). 
This project will culminate in 2005, 2010 and 2015, with the European River Swimming Day.  In the years between the main events, local and regional actions and campaigns are planned. 

In all the 50 hydrographic basins of Europe, people are invited to discuss, to inform and to show their will for an improvement of the rivers environment for the year 2015 (imperative deadline to reach the objectives of the WFD). 

Report Big Jump 2005

The ten year campaign Big Jump knew a lightning start : the 17th of July, 2 PM some 250 000 European people rendezvous with their rivers and lakes, to celebrate the reconciliation between humans and rivers. In 22 European countries, along 31 rivers and lakes, 216 official (+ 240 inofficial) actions took place to present the river ecosystem and to explain the European Water Framework Directive. More the 450 local partners made a fantastic work ! .

For its first edition, Big Jump was a great success, since it reached the importance expected for the next edition ! Our enthusiastic partners, the surprised but delighted public and the hopes this event aroused, announces a next Big Jump bigger and greater ! The popular and mediatic plebiscite this demonstration met shows the great potential of such an action, that makes a giant step to its ambitious aims. 

Partners
European Rivers Network, thanks to its office in Europe, initiates and coordinates this project. Many structures bring their help to implement the operations : 

· Associations : international, national (European Environmental Bureau, WWF, associations for nature's conservation, Deutsche Umwelthilfe, Loire Vivante Network…), or local associations (more than 340)

· State partners (European Commission with InterReg Program RhinNet, German Federal Ministry for Environment, 4 german Länder, Cities of Hambourg, Karlsruhe (Ger.), Vienna and Zürich (Aus.), french communities of towns and municipalitys, Conseil Général Val de Marne , and about 110 other regional and local partners

· Private partners Gruner + Jahr , and  via DUH/ Living Elbe Project : Deutsche Telekom, Deutsche Bundes Bahn, Unilever , many local partners (banks, tourism…)

· Non financial supports, such as UNEP (UN environmental program), ICPDR (International Commission for the protection of Danube River), International Commission for the protection of the Rhine) and IKSE (International Commission for the protection of the Elbe).

Figures
The following estimates give an idea of the scale of the Big Jump 2005 : 

· 250 000 to 300 000 visitors, ,

· 216 official actions, plenty of exposures and discussions on subject water, 240 non official spontan jumps ,
        31 rivers, in 22 countries 
· Austria (10 ) Additional events has been forbidden due to flood danger) 

· Belgium (25), 

· Bulgaria (2), 

· Croatia (5), 

· Danmark (3),

· Germany (91) , 

· Finland (3), 

· France (11), 

· Israel (1, ensemble avec Palestine et Jordanie),  

· Italiy (2), 

· Luxembourg (1)

· Netherlands (4)

· Poland (3), 

· Portugal (5), 

· Czech Republic (19)

· Romania (3), 

· Russia (1), 

· Spain (12) , 

· Slovakia (1)

· Slovenia (1)

· Switzerland (11), 

· UK (3)

· - original events in Germany (swimming marathon 10km, swimming crossing of the border between France and Germany in Vogelgrun (FR.) – Breisach (Ger.)), on Jordan River (meeting between Israelian, Palestinian and Jordanian people organized by Friends of the Earth Middle East) 

       - important meetings in Dresde and Hambourg (Ger.) more than 10 000 people each.
A extraordinary media coverage

Before the event, Big Jump interested media and was the theme of some articles in different newspaper or magazines (GEO, New York Times, National Geographic, Terre sauvage, belgian magazine Imagine…)
There was a great coverage by media in all countries in Europe. Newspaper, radio, television and even e-media, international as well as national or regional, proposed to their auditors many articles and commentaries on that subject. 
There were at least 12 broadcasts on national channels as ARD, ZDF, RTL, SRG, RTB, ORF (during the television news, from 19:30 to 21:00) and many programs (1:30 broadcasts on german channels). At a regional level, we listed 26 regional programmes in 11 countries (known list on 08/31/2005). 
This extraordinary coverage was characterised by a high quality of mediatic message. What is the most important to us, is that the message was perfectly transmitted, in a comprehensible and interessant way for most of the citizens.
Big Jump, what's next ?

At the present time, (August 31, 2005) we have lots of informations concerning Big Jump and its demonstrations. The size of the project does not allow us to already have the feed-back of all the local organizers. 

That is why assessments will be implemented : questionnaires, workshops, exchanges and discussions will take place in the next months, in all geographical areas linked to the project. This part of the work will serv as basis for a detailed report and for a media book. Knowing better what people or local organizers expect, what difficulties they had to face will help us to adapt or develop the campaign strategy and will show us the correct procedure for next operations. 

Next big rendez-vous will take place in 2010, before the Big Big Jump in 2015. For this Big Jump 2010, we expect a new record : 600 swimming spots, 35 countries, 70 rivers and 22 lakes ! There is no forecast for 2015, but let us hope it will be quite greater than the figures expected for 2010. 
Until 2010 (2006 - 2009) other events will put the pressure : symposium, expositions, commentaries, mediatic actions, but also local Big Jumps (in a area or in a basin). It is a complete program we propose until 2010, in order to continue the popular mobilization in favour of our rivers and wetlands ! 
Report written by Roberto Epple / Annelise Müller, ERN   September 10, 2005
ATTENTION : 

01.03.06 Next Big Jump : due to the success sooner than expected !

Due to It big success in 2005 and to the growing request for a next edition, ERN almost had to organise Big Jumps events sooner than planned originally. We are now able to announce you that the

 next Big Jump, XL version, will take place in 2007 at 15 july, 3 pm (European Time) !

And to help you wait until there, we plan regional and local events in July 2006. A whole week, from 8. to 16. July 2006, will be devoted to our rivers and lakes, with differents kinds of events. The final collective Jump is planned the 16. July at 15 pm ! The countries of the Benelux are already preparing their actions : follow their example and create your own river special celebration ! If you already have ideas, don't hesitate and contact us !

