
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON FLOOD RISK
MANAGEMENT AND MULTIFUNCTIONAL 

LAND USE IN RIVER CATCHMENTS
Mainz, Germany

17th - 19th October 2005



Some 25 Interreg IIIB projects are dealing with water and flood risks in North West Europe
(NWE) and the North Sea Region (NSR). Some €140 m have been invested through these
projects in the NWE cooperation area of which €70 m are co-funded by the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF). Now that a number of these projects are well underway,
the time is ripe to start looking at the first impacts of these investments particularly as the
future of the Regional aid policy is being currently debated. Furthermore risks have been
clearly identified by the EC as one of the key priorities for future territorial cooperation.
However raising the interest of decision-makers in Europe and beyond continues to be a
challenge for individual projects.

The Interreg IIIB North West Europe Joint Technical Secretariat strongly supports the idea 
of clustering projects, dealing with similar issues, such as flood risk management (FRM). 
By jointly promoting their activities, projects can raise awareness to the aggregate impacts
of projects related to a given topic and further strengthen their networks. 
Therefore, this international conference combines both the Mid-term conference of the SDF
project and the NWE thematic seminar on flood risk management and land use in river
catchments. Through the participation of several FRM projects, key policy-makers and 
stakeholders, this international event will stimulate an interactive debate where different
concrete project results are compared and linked. The outcome of the conference will also
contribute to defining future cooperation priorities more precisely.

Water & Flood risks: 
taking stock of INTERREG IIIB Projects and looking ahead
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Objectives

The main goals of the conference are to:
• Present interesting and concrete results of the Water and Flood Risk Management 

projects of Interreg IIIB Programmes in the NWE and North Sea Region 
• Exchange results and experiences between participants and show how the activities of

the different projects are interlinked
• Highlight to EU, national, regional policy makers important Flood Risk Management

issues related to the implementation of transnational cooperation projects
• Show the benefits of transnational cooperation for FRM projects
• Raise awareness about flood management
• Raise awareness to what cooperation is helping to achieve towards flooding risk

management
• Identify gaps/issues that could form ideas for the next programming period
• Exchange views on future cooperation

The scope

Already 20 Flood Risk Management projects from the NWE and NSR Interreg IIIB 
cooperation areas have accepted our invitation to present their project results so far. 
The core of the conference will be the parallel working sessions organised around the three
major conference themes identified below. The scope for future transnational cooperation
will be part of each working session. Expert speakers on Flood Risk Management, the 
EU Flood Initiative, and future transnational cooperation in Europe have accepted our 
invitation to present keynote presentations.

The conference results will be presented to high-level national and regional politicians and
policy makers in a debating session. The added value of transnational cooperation and EU
funding support to flood prevention measures will be important subjects of the discussion.
A visit to the retention polder of Ingelheim will conclude the conference.

The Conference Themes 

A  Flood Damage Prevention
Sub-themes A-1: Model development and users studies

A-2: Implementation of flood protection measures 
A-3: Flood forecasting & risk analysis

B  Multifunctional Land use in River Catchments
Sub-themes B-1: Nature development and flood protection

B-2: Role of EU Directives 
B-3: Dealing with public/private owners 

C  Communication and Community Involvement 
Sub-themes C-1: Communication for a better public understanding & awareness creation

C-2: Community involvement in water management projects in urban regions
C-3: Community involvement in flood management projects
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18 October 2005

17 October 2005

16 October 2005

17.00 - 19.00  Arrival first participants / Registration

14.00 - 15.30  PARALLEL WORKING SESSIONS

Flood Damage Prevention Multifunctional Land 
Use in River Catchments

BA Communication and 
community involvement

C

A-3: 
Flood forecasting and 
risk management

B-3: 
Dealing with public / 
private owners 

C-3: 
Community involvement in 
flood management projects

08.30 - 12.30  PARALLEL WORKING SESSIONS

10.15 - 10.45
Coffee Break

Flood Damage Prevention Multifunctional Land 
Use in River Catchments

BA Communication and 
community involvement

C

A-2: 
Implementation of flood 
protection measures

B-2: 
Role of EU-Directives 

C-2: 
Community involvement in 
water management projects 
in urban regions

08.00 - 09.30  Arrival and registration of participants

09.30 - 12.30  PLENARY SESSION
   Welcome
   Opening
   Introduction to the EU-Interreg III B Programme and Flood Risk Management projects
   Keynote address: Flood Risk Management
   Introduction to the Conference

12.30 - 14.00  LUNCH BREAK

14.00 - 18.00  PARALLEL WORKING SESSIONS

15.30 - 16.00 
Tea Break

15.45 - 16.15
Tea Break

Flood Damage Prevention Multifunctional Land 
Use in River Catchments

BA Communication and 
community involvement

C

A-1: 
Model development and 
user studies

B-1: 
Nature Development and 
flood protection

C-1: 
Communication for a better 
public understanding and 
awareness creation

12.30 - 14.00  LUNCH BREAK

16.00 - 18.00  PLENARY SESSION
   Scope for future transnational cooperation
   EU Flood Initiative

18.30   CONFERENCE DINNER

The conference is a three-day event, taking place from 17th to the 19th October 2005.

Outline of the programme

folder SDF Symposium  25-07-2005  14:05  Pagina 4



09.00 - 12.00  PLENARY SESSION
   Presentation of the results of EU co-funded Flood Risk Management Projects
   Debating session with high-level national, regional politicians and policy makers
   Press Conference

12.00 - 16.00  FIELD VISIT POLDER INGELHEIM
   Welcome
   Lunch
   Introduction to the project Polder Ingelheim
   Guided tour of the project area

   Wrap up

19 October 2005

Excursion

An excursion to the project site of Polder Ingelheim will show the participants some 
concrete results of one of SDF’s pilot projects. The construction of the inlet and outlet
work, and the dikes are almost complete.

Who should attend?

The conference will stress integrated multi-disciplinary approaches on flood risk management.
It will be of value to:

Outline of the programme

• Policymakers, politicians
• Professional in the field of flood risk

management and land use development
projects

• Operational managers 
• Water management authorities at the

national and regional level 

• Water resource planners
• Planners working in major river 

catchment areas 
• Scientists
• Administrators
• Inhabitants
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Organization

The Conference is organized by the Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS) of the North West
Europe (NWE) Interreg IIIB programme and the project “Sustainable Development of
Floodplains (SDF)” project, in close collaboration with other Interreg IIIB projects relating 
to Flood Risk Management such as AMEWAM, NOFDP, Floodscape, SAND, Urban Water,
JAF, FRAME, and FLOWS.

Venue

The event will take place at 
Schloss Waldthausen,
Im Wald 1, 55257 Budenheim, 
tel: +49 6131 145-99, 
fax +49 6131 145-102. 

Schloss Waldthausen is located in the
Lennebergwald recreation area on the
outskirts of the city of Mainz. This venue
can also provide accomodation for the
majority of participants. 

folder SDF Symposium  25-07-2005  14:05  Pagina 6



Hotels

Hotel accommodation is available either
at Schloss Waldthausen (80 rooms) or in
the following hotels close to Mainz
Central Station:

Hotel Mainzer Hof 
Kaiserstrasse 98, 55116 Mainz

Advena Europa Hotel 
Kaiserstrasse 7, 55116 Mainz

Transport

Schloss Waldthausen is located within 40 kms distance from Frankfurt/Main airport and 
8 kms from Central Railway station (Mainz Hauptbahnhof). You can reach Schloss
Waldthausen by train or taxi from the airport and by taxi or bus from the railway station.
There are 400 parking places if you are travelling by car.

Programme Committee

Henk Nijland - chairman (SDF)
Helen Elliott (FLOWS)
Piet van Erp (JAF)
Robin Fisher (JTS NWE)
Johannes Hauser (AMEWAM)
Frank van Holst (FRAME)
Daniel von Hugo (JTS NWE)
Piet van Iersel (NOFDP)
Evert Kloosterboer (DLG)
Ute Menke (SDF)
Egon Walesch (Floodscape)
Anke Schüler (Urban Water) 

Organizing Committee

Henk Nijland - chairman (SDF) 
Thomas Bettmann (SDF)
Henk Bos (SDF)
Mirjam Engelen (SDF)
Robin Fisher (JTS NWE)
Ute Menke (SDF)
Bryony Ulyett (JTS NWE) 
Saskia Vos (SDF)

Posters

Project posters can be set up in the Hall 
of Schloss Waldthausen. Interested 
projects are requested to contact the
SDF–secretariat 
e-mail: m.c.g.engelen@don.rws.minvenw.nl

Languages

English will be the working language.
English, German and French interpreters
will be available during plenary sessions.

Schloss Waldthausen
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Contact & Registration

To register, please complete the registration 
form and return it by 1st of September 
2005 to:

Mirjam Engelen
Rijkswaterstaat Oost Nederland
ANSP, room 508
P.O.Box 9070
6800 ED Arnhem
The Netherlands

Tel: +31 26 368 8503
Fax: +31 26 368 8734
E-mail: m.c.g.engelen@don.rws.minvenw.nl

The number of participants is limited to 180. Should registrations go beyond that limit 
a selection will be made, taking into account a balanced representation of projects and 
subjects.

There is no registration fee for this event but transport and accommodation are at your
own cost.
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