Rhine Salmon comeback campaign
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At the 2013 Conference of Rhine
Ministers in Basel, the representa-
tive of the French Minister for Eco-
logy, Sustainable Development and
Energy emphasised France’s desire
to create the conditions for salmon
to return to Basel by 2020.

12’000 signatures overhanded to Laurent
Roy (French Water Director) ©ERN France

He provided a short-term and a
long-term plan (see box).

The NGOs welcomed the statement
with cautious optimism, but also
asked for further and more detailed
information.

Electricité de France, (EDF, majo-
rity-owned by the government),
operator of the power stations on
the Upper Rhine, then declared its
availability for a meeting. This took
place in March.

The meeting in Strasbourg was at-
tended by more than 20 NGO repre-
sentatives and executives from EDF.
An in-depth exchange of informa-
tion lasting several hours followed a
visit to the construction site at the
Strasbourg power station (installa-
tion of a fishway).

Happily, it was noted that work on
the fishway constructions in Stras-
bourg and Gerstheim should pro-
gress on schedule. The same applies
to the extensive work that needs to
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Following the Conference of Rhine Ministers in Basel :
cautious optimism ?

be carried out in Kembs as part of
the relicensing process.

However, a large number of ques-
tions, in particular of a technical na-
ture, has been thrown up regarding
the temporary solution involving a
mobile fishway.

Some remained without a satisfac-
tory answer. Even though speed is
of the essence (2020 will be here
tomorrow), the project still does not
seem to have progressed beyond
the early stages!

Disillusionment after the
meeting EDF stepping
back ?

When it then came to the main part
of the discussion, namely the pro-
posed fishways in Rhinau and Marc-
kolsheim, it became clear that EDF
evidently first wants to know what
solution there is for Vogelgriin and
whether the mobile fishway system
is working. In other words: Rhinau
and Marckolsheim are to be put on
the back burner for now. At least,
according to the interpretation of
the NGOs.
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In their first comment, the NGOs
expressed their dissatisfaction, and
will shortly be sending EDF a de-
tailed catalogue of questions.
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A short-term and a
long-term plan

The power stations at Strasbourg
and Gerstheim are to be equipped
with fishways by 2016.

A special catching system will
then be constructed at Rhinau
power station. This should enable
migratory fish to be guided into an
underwater cage with Rhine water
flowing through it (called a mobile
fishway). Every two to three days,
it will be pulled by ships through
the sluices at Marckolsheim and
Vogelgriin into the Old Rhine and
opened there.

This means that by 2020, migra-
tory fish should be able to swim
to Basel freely and without hin-
drance. According to EDF, this
suggestion is based on ideas by
eminent French specialists.

And according to the French Mi-
nistry, Rhinau and Marckolsheim
are to be equipped with perma-
nent fishways at the same time as
this temporary solution, but they
could not be functional until after
2020.

As there is no solution yet for Vo-
gelgriin, the ICRP is to organise an
international workshop.

France’s ministerial representative
did not directly address the issue
of the power stations in Canal d’Al-
sace and downstream passage at
the conference.

www.salmoncomeback.org


http://www.salmoncomeback.org/

[nsidernews April-May 2014 - p.2

The latest figures: Upstream passage in the Rhine, Loire ICRP Seminar on Vogelgriin
and Dordogne power station

The French authorities released a comparison of the latest figures a few
days ago. The verdict is clear: salmon is still far away from being saved !
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Wie der Lachs wieder Basler wird
Fiir eine Ruckkehr nach Basel bis 2020

Saumon a la pbaloise

Fir § Personen /

fngerdick

frisch Ltten hieuse im Haringvliet Gffnen
I d .
5 Tranchen Lachf:”ln pittelgross. i Ringe geschm .
guiebeln, Kraftwerke am deutsch-franzdsischen
4
g Butter g Oberrhein fir Wanderfische passierbar
L Bon i ROBSMAERS machen
5
Be nle
Welsser preffer aus GeF Wi
de viande (nach Gusto) Kraftwerke am Canal d'Alsace fisch-
Blace
1-2 Wirfel

gangig machen, sofern nicht
gentgend Lachse den Aufstieg Ober
den Restrhein finden.

Zuiebel-
pianne zergehen 1assen, 4ie

e der Butter in elner grak 29
bis sie yelch und S€
- schissel hel!

hraun sind.

it
= D3 b} geite ghellen.

ringe daxin TSt Fischaufstiegshilfen fir die

iner M«
zuiebeln herausnehmen gnd in @ s ad heiss werden 1aSse 0 \p Staustufen Strassburg,
- Die \che utter in die pratplann upten, salzen 13 pleffern. ?\E O\) 7 | Gerstheim, Rhinau, Marckolsheim
pie restllc trockentupiets

apler = 0 und Vo n bauen
ple Lachstranchen i Pn sten byaten, Wenn die Butter O\’ gelgri
- il

drel bis vier

1te e { Iusammenarbeit mit
puf jeder Se. fouillon ZUEE h \
yerbrennen dront. o platte leged o R i S ( allen Stakeholdern
i eine warne pratensats 10SKET :
chstranchen au. Len, den EF
g sontllon in dle Bratpfame seb, clace de viande TUES « Bis 2015 statte man das erste
noch etwis fiach Belieben

in aufkochen. Kraftwerk in Strasburg mit einem

I
die Twiebeln da funktionierenden Fischtreppe aus.

{ber die Lachstranchen geben-

* Man dffne die hollandische Haringvlietschleuse im
Rheindelta bis spatestens 2018, damit die Lachse in

ink i k&
den Rheinhaupstrom I

BEMERKURG:
Der Lachs i
yenn r Zu 180E° auf dem
yst. Man beginnt ait
nn dle GEste

rd trocken.

= Man beginne schnell mit der Planung einer Fischtreppe in Gerstheim,
damit diese bis 2016 auch fertig gestelit ist.
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* Man organisiere einen Ideenwettbewerb, wie der Lachs in Vogelgriin/
Breisach vom Kanal in den Rest-Rhein Gberfihrt werden kann. Anschlies-
send realisiera man den besten Vorschlag bis spatestens 2020.
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* Parallel dazu plane man Fischtreppen der Oberrheinstaustufen Rhinau
und Marckolsheim und baue sie bis 2018,

* Wenn die Lachse 2020 in Basel ankommen, richte man
diesen zu Ehren ein grosses Fest aus.
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Review of the Ministerial Conference in Basel

Various topics were addressed at the sluices of the Haringvliet dam in the Salmoncomeback coalition in Basel, re-

Conference of Rhine Minister in Basel. Rhine Delta in 2018. sonated tremendously with the media.
One important point was, of course,

the long-desired continuity of the The overhanded 12000 signatures, The srampling of «Saun.won 2l k.)éloise»
Rhine. Pressure by NGOs has brought the actions in Strasbourg, Freiburg with its humorous recipe and instruc-
results; France seems finally to be gi- im Breisgau with Alsace Nature and tions of how to get salmon to Basel was
ving in, and Holland has also clearly Regiowasser/BBU /BUND, ERN and warmly welcome by the delegates at
announced the partial opening of the WWEF, and the appearance of the the Conference of Rhine Ministers...

Action at Strasbourg,




Watch the Video on

Haringvliet / Netherlands

A new film on the project to open
the Haringvliet dam for fish mi-
gration (published by the dutch
Rijkswaterstaat).

- original version in dutch

- english (subtitels) : The Gap

Do salmon farms help or hurt
the declining wild salmon
population ?

A CBS report on the controversy
surrounding the multibillion dollars
industry.

Read the interview (extract) and
watch the video

Droughtin the US.:
25 millions of salmons
traveling by trucks to the

Pacific
Read the article in «<Le Monde» (in

french)
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24 May 2014 : World Fish Migration Day

World Fish Migration Day (WFMD) is a one-day global event to call atten-

tion for open rivers and migratory fish.

Over 240 actions are already planned, some of them in the River Rhine

basin. There’s still time to join in.

We encourage organisers to be creative with their events, but here are a few

examples of what could be done:

Field trips, e.g. to rivers, fish passages or sites

where dams have been removed,

Citizen science projects, Celebrating the ope-
ning of a new fishway, River cruises, Semi-
nar for professionals on fish passage issues,
Workshops/talks for members of the public...

You will find further information at
www.worldfishmigrationday.com

MIGRATION DAY
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German post to help the
salmon

A stamp to support the salmon
restauration has been presented by
the German Post AG (January 2014).
Link : Deutsche Post
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The Salmoncomeback campaign has been initiated by WWF Switzerland and coordinated on an
international level by European Rivers Network. The campaign is supported by a growing broad
coalition of NGOs.
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