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Dübendorf, 13.2.2003

Fiume Tagliamento: A Friulian heritage of European importance

During the last four years intensive research has been carried out along the Tagliamento by an European team of scienists co-ordinated by the Swiss Federal Institute of Environmental Sciences and Technology (EAWAG). Results underpin the immense value of this ecosystem for Friuli as well as for the European Community, and they are already support large-scale restoration projects in the Alps.  



The future conservation of the Tagliamento will be a benchmark for the European Water Framework Directive (WFD) and for the planned Water Management Protocol of the Alpine Convention (CIPRA). It must be of  general interest, in particular for the people living along the Tagliamento, to develop sustainable and innovative flood control measures for the regulated downstream section without impacting the unique character of the corridor. Flood protection results from floodplain conservation. The planned flood control measures along the Tagliamento will destroy the natural balance of the river without providing emough protection for the people. The planned measures also contradict with the present ways of flood control all over the world where ecological aspects are linked with flood control measures and with the welfare of the people. 


The Tagliamento forms the natural and cultural backbone of the Friulian area. Therefore, a long-term strategy for the sustainable development of the Fiume Tagliamento is urgently required (e.g., biosphere reserve developed and managed by local communities). This will provide long-term positive effects for both nature and people along the river. 
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