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0. A social approach of river restoration

“this operation will be exemplary and constitute 

a true valorisation plan of  the valley which 

takes into account employment. It must aim for 

environmental excellence integrating local 

development factors” (Nov. 2009, Environment 

Ministry)
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0. A social approach of river restoration

20192013

516 fishermen (online questionnaire)

> 150 inhabitants or users interviewed

> 100 riparian residents (questionnaire) 

Participant observation 

> 60 interviews (local elected, local managers, associations)

> focus group
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0. A social approach of river restoration

Should we talk of a failure? 

1. Stakeholders interactions and 

governance process

2. Place of local people and territory in 

the project

3. Micropolitics



1. Stakeholder’s interactions and governance



 « Friends of the dam » association
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 A lack of communication 

1. Stakeholder’s interactions and governance



 A lack of communication 

Me, I've never 

been explained, 

I've never been 

informed of 

everything

This is people far 

away from here who

tell how the valley

must be. Us, we are 

not aware of anything

At the beginning I didn’t

have a determinated

opinion, pro or against, 

but the further it goes, 

the more ridiculous I think 

it is

1. Stakeholder’s interactions and governance



 The salmon, a specie who crystallizes the controversy

 The salmon, biodiversity symbol

or ecological interference

symbol?

 « ordinary » biodiversity

neglicted

1. Stakeholder’s interactions and governance

The quality price ratio must 

be reasonable. We can’t use 

53 millions € to help fishes to 

pass (2014, Environment

Minister)

The salmon is the reason of 

dam removal so if you

want to put the salmon as 

exclusive we will not agree. 

We need a shared river



• 187 houses (<500m from lakes) –

half met (questionnaire)

• 50 with lake view

• 140 (fishing) huts

• 124 private pontoons (+ 15 public)

Huts and houses near Vezins

and la Roche-qui-Boit lakes

2. The place of inhabitants in the project

La Mazure (leisure centre)



2. La place des habitants dans le projet 



2. The place of inhabitants in the project

 A non linear relation between inhabitants and lakes

Guinguettes

Boating

Fishing

Spectacles

Huts

Leisure base (Mazure) 

…

Lake grabbing from

fishermen + Leisure base 

closed to inhabitants

+ Pollution

Golden age of the lakes Sleepiness

Green 

Tourism

1930 1993



 The removal, an overturning … 

 Nature as a processus for removal advocates

- Return to a equilibrum, functions found, Self-purification, Free flow, 

Sedimentary transit,...

- = Dam removal will resolve all issues 

- A future without any reference to the recent past

- Legitimacy based on the past (state reference)

2. The place of inhabitants in the project



 The removal, an overturning …

 For dam removal opponents

- Unalterable landscape

- Perturbations, risks of polluant transferts, flood, invasive species, … 

- = Dams as stability factors (regulators, decanters)

2. The place of inhabitants in the project

If we remove dams, we will have 

nothing left. Even if they tell us 

that we will build a beautiful

valley, because we can find not 

far from here other beautiful 

valleys. But great lakes like those 

ones, we don’t find everywhere

If we remove

dams, we will

have a ordinary

valley



« if the valley is emptied and we have not any solution ... It could be a catastroph. We could have a 30 km long 

wasteland, which will be disastrous » (local elective)

Land 

management  

(who ? cost ?)

Nature takes back its rights.

The valley will be wild.

It's becoming the pampa!

Nuisance species 
Ordinary

river/valley

No more toursim or 

leisure activities …

Valley dead

Transition landscape

(mud)

Emptying 1993

 The removal, an overturning …

 Fear of wasteland and abondonment: a dead valley

2. The place of inhabitants in the project



2. The place of inhabitants in the project

 … to the organisation of cleaning operations



2. The place of inhabitants in the project

 A non linear relation between inhabitants and lakes

« Guinguettes »

Boating

Fishing

Spectacles

Huts

Leisure base (Mazure) 

…

Lake grabbing from

fishermen

+ Leisure centre

relies on the reception of 

groups + Pollution

Golden age of the lakes Sleepiness Awakening

Green 

Tourism

Water celebrations

Cleaning works

20091930 1993
Dam removal

announcement



2. The place of inhabitants in the project

 Which landscape/nature 

tomorrow?

- Expert « nature » … not so much natural

- A controlled « nature » asked by 

inhabitants

Yvrande

(Sélune tributarie)



3. Micropolitics

 The feeling to be « guinea pig »

- In a jar? 

- Experts/ Scientists as stakeholders of the ecological project

 Which people legitimate to decide on the future of the valley?

- Public inquiry procedure open to all 

- vs local consultation

We are « guinea

pigs » of the Europe

(local elective, 

2010)

Pro Against 

Postal mail 3% 97%

In situ 0,7% 99,3%

E-mails 84,5% 15,5%

Total (4565 p) 53% 47%

Public inquiry

(2014) Public consultation organized by Friends of the dam

19 276 votes ; 98,89% against dam removal



 Comparison with NE US

• Conflictual and non-conflictual case studies 

• Collaboration with US research team 

• Field work : interviews & surveys

4 non-conflictual case studies
- Musconetcong River (NJ: 2 dams)

- Wood-Pawcatuck River (RI: 2 dams)

- Orne River (2 dams)

2 conflictual case studies
- Mousam River (Maine)

- Sélune River (2 dams)

3. Micropolitics



Residents in dam 
removal projects

Musconetcong River

34 answers

310 answers

Wood-

Pawcatuck

River

41 answers

Orne River

68 answers

Mousam River

59 answers
Sélune River

108 answers

Conflictual cases

Non-conflictual cases

3. Micropolitics



4. Conclusion

 What lessons ? 

• Deepen the social approach of river restoration 

• Stakeholders: not only well identified users …  

• Improve concernment to develop to consultation

• To be more ambitious in education, communication, for sharing knowledge 

(from science to local people & from local people to science and experts) 

 And now in the Selune project?

• Analyze the ongoing landscape changes and their perceptions

• Follow the territory project building

• Transformation and involvement of collectives (new?) at local, regional and 

international scales => impacts on the project



http://selune.hypotheses.org/

Barrage de Vezins (36 m de haut). Février 2019. Barrage de la Roche-qui-Boit (16m de haut). Février 2019.

Thanks you for your attention
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