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Press release by Global Nature Fund and OSIENALA:

Conference on Sustainable Management of African Lakes

The First Living Lakes African Regional Conference in Kenya from 27 – 30 October will bring together African and international lake conservationists 

Radolfzell – Kisumu 1st August 2005: In preparation for the 11th World Lakes Conference to be held in Nairobi from 31 October to 4 November 2005, the first African Living Lakes Regional Conference will take place from 27 to 30 October 2005 at Kisumu City and Mbita Town, Kenya, on the shores of Lake Victoria. The motto of the meeting is “Our Lakes, our Livelihoods - Sustainable Management of African Lakes”. 

This will be the very first meeting of NGOs working on lake management and conservation in Africa. NGOs and International Agencies dealing with management of lakes are encouraged to participate in this important and unique event. The joint conference will be hosted by OSIENALA (Friends of Lake Victoria) in close cooperation with the Global Nature Fund. 
The detailed conference programme and registration form can be downloaded from the Webpage www.globalnature.org/africa/
In general, NGOs in Africa have played a leading role in supplementing government efforts in the management of forests and other resources. The NGOs dealing with lake management can also play a major role in helping governments manage their lakes and conserve biodiversity. This conference will support this endeavour by:

· Bringing together most of the organizations in the management of African lakes and provide them with the opportunity to plan and focus the African agenda on lake management. 
· Providing participants from the African region with the opportunity to interact with their counterparts from other continents and compare their experiences on lake management. 
· Promoting the exchange of know-how about renewable energy technology in order to conserve natural resources and improve standards of living of the lake population in a special conference workshop.
· Providing the participants with the rare opportunity to enjoy the Lake Victoria environment and the hospitality of its communities as well as learning about sustainable community-based projects during field visits.

Conference speakers include African experts from Eastern African Lake Victoria, Lake Tanganyika, Lake Tana (Ethiopia) and Lake St. Lucia (South Africa), as well as international experts from Lake Constance (Germany, Austria, Switzerland) and Lake Biwa (Japan). As keynote speaker Prof. Dr. Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director of UNEP, has been invited. Conference supporters are the German Federal Ministry for Environment and the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (gtz). 

Background:

The Global Nature Fund (GNF) coordinates the international Living Lakes Network  comprising, beside Lake Victoria, 39 member lakes worldwide. The Living Lakes network successively and sustainably engages with local institutions in regions where lakes and wetlands encounter severe threats. The Living Lakes network is supported by international corporations such as Unilever, DaimlerChrysler, the German Airline Lufthansa, T-Mobile, Kärcher, Ziemann and Sika. 

GNF announced the African Lake Victoria as „Threatened Lake of the Year 2005“. The Germany-based foundation wants to draw attention to the drastic reduction in fish populations, the destruction of shoreline vegetation and wetlands as well as the increasing poverty of the people living around the lake. Lake Victoria, situated within the borders of Kenya, Tanzania und Uganda, is Africa’s largest lake and comprises an area of 68,800 km2. 

GNF and its Kenyan Living Lakes partner OSIENALA are committed to counteract ecological degradation by promoting the use of solar energy for fishing and fish smoking, a project which is supported by the German Federal Ministry for Environment, Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (gtz) and the foundation “Landesstiftung Baden Württemberg”.

OSIENALA (Friends of Lake Victoria) was established in 1992 in Kisumu, Kenya, as a National Non-Governmental Organisation. OSIENALA was formed in order to create a forum for members of the local communities, scientists and laymen alike, to address a range of environmental issues affecting Lake Victoria and its environs. Since its inception, the organisation has played an important role in creating awareness on environmental issues affecting Lake Victoria.
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Lake Victoria Center For Research
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Email: osienala@swiftkisumu.com
Webpage: www.osienala.org
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