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Evaluation of the Tagliamento River


The enhancement and riparian landscape of the Tagliamento River is the last big natural riparian landscape in the Alps. 

From the springs in the Alps until its estuary in the Mediterranean Sea there are all natural geomorphologic types of riparian landscapes such as the stretched-, braided- and bended course. We can find all typical habitats and species of alpine floodplains, which are due to the general situation of rivers in the Alps strongly endangered. And last not least these area is one of the last places in Europe where dynamic processes can work in a large scale. Together with the riparian landscape of the Meduna and Celina these area in the Friaul is a hot spot of biodiversity in Europe. 

The importance of the Tagliamento for nature conservation is therefor well known and the river is regarded as a model for the ecology of rivers and for river recreation. 

It is an international goal to protect this river and preserve it from other infrastructures and artificial schemes - not only for nature conservation but also for flood protection. 

As we know there is a strong synergism between nature conservation and flood protection and this is meanwhile a guideline for all European countries. For example in East Germany after the big flood in 2002 plans of infrastructures and artificial schemes were stopped and changed to river restoration.

It is necessary to declare this river as a National Park in order to save this natural heritage for later generations as a model for an alpine river. In a time where all alpine countries and the European Union are working on river restoration this includes a big chance for the region of the Friaul to get a model region for sustainable development in the sense of the Biosphere reserve idea of the UNESCO. These includes big possibilities for the further development of the tourism of this wonderful region.
By the way I know the river very well personally. Already 10 years ago, I started ecological investigations with my group there (compare the papers e. g. Lippert & al. 1995, Müller 1995, Müller & Cavallo 1998) in order to learn about the ecology of alpine rivers and to get information for the restoration of rivers.
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