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In the year 2000, the World Commission on Dams presented its recommendations for the 
future practice of large dam building and set out strategic priorities for decision-makers. 
These include the gaining of public acceptance; comprehensive options assessment; 
addressing existing dams; sustaining rivers and livelihoods; recognising entitlements and 
sharing benefits; sharing rivers for peace, development and security. Eight years later, the 
implementation of these recommendations and priorities is still a distant prospect. 
 
A blatant example for a failed dam policy and violation of the WCD’s recommendations 
and other international standards is the Ilisu dam in Turkey. Situated 65 km from the 
border to neighbouring countries Iraq and Syria, its development will create a gigantic 
reservoir in the Kurdish regions of Southeast Turkey. Around 400 sq km of the - as yet 
largely free-flowing - Tigris river and its confluents will be gravely damaged or destroyed. 
Unique cultural goods will be drowned in the reservoir, including the over 10,000 year old 
town Hasankeyf, which hosts remnants of over 20 past cultures and must be considered a 
cultural heritage site for all humanity. 55,000 to 78,000 people will be affected by the 
project, losing their means of existence either partially or completely. Their participation in 
planning the project, as stipulated by international standards, was a mockery, and no 
realistic plan is in place whereby they can obtain new livelihoods. Their cultural and social 
uprooting will increase the destabilisation of a region which has been subject to over 30 
years of violent conflict and decades of human rights violations. Resistance against the 
project in the region is fierce. In addition, the rights of neighbouring downstream countries 
to be consulted on the project were ignored, which constitutes a breach of international 
law. 
 
European governments, companies and banks are deeply involved in - and profiting from - 
the Ilisu dam project. Public export credit guarantees from Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland secure funds which Société Générale, Bank Austria Creditanstalt / Unicredit 
and DekaBank have loaned the European companies involved: Andritz, Zueblin, Alstom, 
Colenco, Stucky, and Maggia. Such loans and guarantees make possible a project which 
would never have been permitted to be built in any European Union country. 
 
150 conditions attached to the export credit guarantee contracts and an international 
committee of experts are meant to bring the project in line with World Bank standards. 
They cannot remedy the project’s fundamental flaws, however, like the lack of 
participation and public acceptance in the region, the lack of resettlement land, the 
complete inadequateness of the cultural heritage “salvage” plan, and the massive and 
unacceptable environmental destruction that the dam will cause. Reports by the committee 
of experts published on March 5th, 2008, clearly show that none of the conditions attached 
to ECA support for the project have been fulfilled since the guarantees were awarded in 
March 2007. The reports also demonstrate that, 26 years after the design of the dam was 



approved and 10 years after a first contract to build it was awarded to an international 
consortium, basic information on the cultural goods and flora and fauna are still missing. 
This alone is a severe breach of international standards which, if adhered to, would never 
have allowed European governments to enter the project. 
 
On the occasion of the International Day of Action Against Dams and for Rivers, Water 
and Life on March 14th, 2008 and in the light of the upcoming Kurdish Newroz 
celebrations on March 21st, 2008, we, the undersigned organisations, urge  
• The Government of Turkey to cancel its plans to build the Ilisu dam and develop a 

truly participatory sustainable development plan for the region instead  
• The Governments of Austria, Germany and Switzerland, 

the chief executives of Société Générale, Bank Austria Creditanstalt / Unicredit and 
DekaBank,  
and the chief executives of Andritz, Zueblin, Alstom, Colenco, Stucky and Maggia 
to acknowledge that the project does not meet crucial international standards despite 
of the 150 conditions attached to the export credit guarantees, and to withdraw from 
the project, as conditions have grossly been violated until now by the Turkish 
officials.  

 

  
Taller Ecologista 
Elba Stancich 
Argentina 

AGEZ 
Claudia Thallmayer  
Austria 

  
Attac Österreich 
David Walch 
Austria 

ECA-Watch Austria 
Ulrich Eichelmann 
Austria 

  
FIAN Austria (Food First Information and 
Action Network)  
Sophie Vessel 
Austria 

GLOBAL 2000 - Friends of the Earth 
Austria 
Mag. Lydia Matzka-Saboi 
Austria 

  
Greenpeace in Central & Eastern Europe 
Bernhard Obermayr 
Austria 

Katholische Sozialakademie Oesterreichs 
Dr. Markus Schlagnitweit 
Austria 

  
KOO- Koordinierungsstelle der 
Österreichischen Bischifskonferenz für 
Internationale Entwicklung und Mission 
Heinz Hödl 
Austria 

LEEZA (vormals WADI Österreich) 
Mary Kreutzer 
Austria 

  
Oekebuero 
Markus Piringer 
Austria 

Österreichisch-Kurdische Gesellschaft für 
Wissenschafts- und Kulturaustausch 
Andreas J. Burghofer  
Austria 

  
  



WWF 
Leopold Feichtinger 
Austria 

YXK Verein Kurdischer StdentInnen in 
Wien 
Didar Can 
Austria 

  
BanglaPraxis 
Zakir Kibria 
Bangladesh 

Ararat News 
Roni Alasor 
Belgium 

  
Proyecto Gato  
Jan Cappelle 
Belgium 

Amigos da Terra – Amazônia Brasileira 
Gustavo Pimentel 
Brasil 

  
Burma Rivers Network (BRN) 
Aung Ngyeh 
Burma 

Karenni Development and Research 
Group (KDRG) 
Moe Moe Aung 
Burma 

  
Salween Watch Coalition 
Sai Sai 
Burma 

Shan Sapawa Environmenatl Organization 
Sai Sai 
Burma 

  
Halifax Initiative 
Karyn Keenan 
Canada 

Les Amis de la Terre 
Yann Louvel 
France 

  
Aktionskreis Hasankeyf Hamburg 
Annett Bender 
Germany 

Aktionskreis Internationalismus Karlsruhe 
Wolfram Treiber 
Germany 

  
Campo Limpo Solidarität mit Brasilien 
e.V. 
Klaus Lindhuber 
Germany 

Deutscher Naturschutzring (DNR) 
Markus Steigenberger 
Germany 

  
"Eine-Welt-Laden Hückelhoven" e.V 
Heinz Peter Vetten 
Germany 

FIAN Deutschland (FoodFirst Information 
& Action Network)  
Britta Schweighöfer 
Germany 

  
Flüchtlingsrat Düsseldorf e.V. 
Eva Klippenstein 
Germany 

Gesellschaft für bedrohte Völker (GfbV) 
Dr. Kamal Sido 
Germany 

  
Informationsstelle Kurdistan e.V. 
Wolfgang Struwe 
Germany 

International Rivers  
Ann-Kathrin Schneider 
Germany 

  
IPPNW  
Gisela Penteker 
Deutschland 

Kern Filmproduktion GmbH 
Leslie Franke 
Germany 



  
Kurdistan Studenten Union – KSU-
Germany  
Dilan Khoshnaw 
Germany 

Kurdistanhilfe e.V. 
Dietmar Kurzeja 
Germany 

  
Mandacaru (Menschen leisten 
Widerstand/O povo resistente) 
Heinz Peter Vetten  
Germany 

Naturschutzbund Germany 
Thomas Tennhardt 
Germany 

  
Nord-Süd-Forum 
Dr. Walter Ulbrich 
Germany 

Nord Süd Forum München e.V.  
Trudi Schulze 
Germany 

  
Pax Christi Basisgruppe 
Heinz Peter Vetten  
Germany 

Urgewald 
Regine Richter 
Germany 

  
Verein Freier Frauen aus Mesopotamien 
e.V. 
Anja Flach 
Germany 

Wasserforum Stuttgart 
Barbara Kern 
Germany 

  
World Economy, Ecology & 
Development (WEED) 
Heike Drillisch 
Germany 

Yek-kom 
Ayten Kaplan 
Germany 

  
YXK – Verband der Studierenden aus 
Kurdistan e.V.  
Sores Yüksel 
Germany 

Zanîn- Verein kurdischer StudentInnen in 
Hannover 
Leyla Özden 
Germany 

  
Forum for Indigenous Perspectives and 
Action  
Jiten Yumnam  
India 

Manthan Adhyayan Kendra 
Shripad Dharmadhikary 
India 

  
National Forum of Forest People & Forest 
Workers 
Souparna Lahiri 
India 

River Basin Friends  
Ravindranath 
India 

  
South Asia Network on Dams, Rivers & 
People 
Himanshu Thakkar 
India 

AcquaSuAv (per la salvezza di Hasankeyf 
– rete di solidarietà con il �urdistan) 
Fabio Clerici  
Italy 

 



 
  
Attac Italia 
Marco Bersani 
Italy 

Comitato Italiano per un Contratto 
Mondiale sull’Acqua 
Emilio Molinari 
Italy 

  
CRBM  
Antonio Tricarico 
Italy 

Water & Energy Users’ Federation-Nepal 
(WAFED)  
Ratan Bhandari 
Nepal 

  
Both ENDS 
Wiert Wiertsema 
Netherlands 

Fivas 
Andrew Preston 
Norway 

  
AEMS-RIOS CON VIDA  
Pedro Brufao  
Spain 

Ecologistas en Acción 
Tom Kucharz  
Spain 

  
Xarxa de l’Observatori del Deute en la 
Globalització Catalonia Spanish State 
Mónica Vargas 
Spain 

Berne Declaration 
Christine Eberlein 
Switzerland 
 

  
Images Asia E-Desk 
Seng Shadan 
Thailand 

Initiative To Keep Hasankeyf Alive 
Ercan Ayboga 
Turkey 

  
Kurdish Human Rights Project 
Catriona Vine 
UK 

Peace in Kurdistan Campaign 
Estella Schmid 
UK 

  
The Corner House 
Nicholas Hildyard 
UK 

Education Network for Global and 
Grassroots Exchange (ENGAGE) 
Jeremy Mak 
USA/Thailand 

  
Environmental Defense Fund 
Bruce Rich 
USA 

International Rivers 
Peter Bosshard 
USA 

  
Pacific Environment 
Doug Norlen 
USA 

BankTrack 
Ulrike Lohr 
International 

  
FERN 
Judith Neyer  
International 

 

  
 


